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SUBJECT: CABINET CHANGES ANNOUNCED 
REF: COLOMBO 2751 (NOTAL) 

1. PRIME MINISTER SIRIMAVO BAND ARAN AIKE THREW 
TROTSKYITE LANKA SAMA SAMAJA PARTY (LSSP) OUT OF 
GOVERNING UNITED FRONT COALITION CABINET 
SEPTEMBER 2, ENDING LSSP'S 1 1-YEAR ALLIANCE WITH HER SRI 
LANKA FREEDOM PARTY. THREE WEEKS OF COALITION 
IN-FIGHTING CULMINATED IN PM CALLING FOR RESIGNATION 
OF THREE LSSP CABINET MINISTERS AFTER THEY REJECTED 
HER PROPOSAL TO RE- ALLOCATE PORTFOLIOS. UPON THEIR 
REFUSAL TO RESIGN, PM HAD THEM REMOVED BY PRESIDENT 
GOPALLAWA, AS PROVIEDED FOR UNDER SL CONSTITUTION. 

2. TWO CURRENT MINISTERS OF SRI LANKA FREEDOM PARTY 
WERE SWORN IN MORNING SEPTEMBER 3 TO FILL VACATED 
PORTFOLIOS. THIRD MINISTER, FELIX R.D. BAND ARAN AIKE, 

IS TO BE SWORN-IN, IN WASHINGTON ON SAME DATE. AS 
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JUSTICE, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
AND HOME AFFAIRS, HAS ALSO BECOME MINISTER OF FINANCE. 
HECTOR KOBBEKADUWA, MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, ALSO 
BECOMES MINISTER OF PLANTATION INDUSTRIES. SHIPPING 
AND TOURISM MINISTER P.B. G. KALUGALLE TAKES OVER 
ADDITIONAL PORTFOLIO OF TRANSPORT. NEW CABINET 
LINEUP IS REPORTED TO BE TEMPORARY AND FURTHER 
CHANGES ARE POSSIBLE IN NEAR FUTURE. 

3. LSSP WILL SIT IN OPPOSITION BENCHES IN 
NATIONAL STATE ASSEMBLY BUT REPORTEDLY WILT. 

SUPPORT THOSE MEASURES OF GOVERNMENT WHICH IT 
CONSIDERS "PROGRESSIVE." EVEN WITHOUT VOTES OF 
17 LSSP MOS, GOVERNMENT SO FAR CONTINUES TO 
ENJOY SUPPORT OF 105 MPS OR MORE THAN TWO-THIRDS 
OF 157-MEMBER ASSEMBLY. COMMUNIST PARTY (MOSCOW 
WING) WITH SIX MPS REMAINS IN COALITION AND 
RETAINS ITS ONE CABINET MEMBER PIETER KEUNEMAN, 
MINISTER OF HOUSING AND CONSTRUCTION. 

4. ANALYSIS OF NEW SITUATION AND FUTURE PROSPECTS 
WILL BE SENT SHORTLY. 

VAN HOT .LBN 
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